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7" November 2024
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ERWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD IN ERWOOD MARKET HALL ON
THURSDAY 7" NOVEMBER 2024 AT 7PM.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Clir Alan Pryce

Clir Lisa Payne

ClIr Geoff Lewis

ClIr Louis Macdonald-Ames

IN ATTENDANCE:
Carrianne Ralph

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Clir Caroline Baldwin

County Councillor Tom Colbert

Clir Alan Pryce apologised for being late as he had not received prior notification of the meeting.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None

MINUTES OF LAST MINUTE SIGNED
Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed by all.

Matters Arising:

176.2024

Erwood Common

Clirs attended a meeting at Erwood Common with the Freeholder. The Freeholder agreed to mow
and tidy the common for the winter. However, did not want to do this regularly going forward. The
Council agreed that this would need to be discussed at the next meeting of the Council when more
members were present. It was noted that a way forward next year may be for the Community
Council to add this as a responsibility to the 2025-26 budget. Chair thanked ClIr Caroline Baldwin and
Clir Geoffrey Lewis for being present at the meeting with the Freeholder.

177.2024

Update regarding Co-option Vacancy

Clir Geoffrey has been speaking with a resident who may be interested in joining the Community
Council. The clerk is to circulate an updated date on the co-option vacancy notice for noticeboards.

178.2024

Phone Box Update

Clerk has not found anything in the contract to say the phone boxes cannot be sold. However, the
phone boxes can only be sold/ given to another local authority. It was requested that the clerk
receives guidance from OVW.
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179.2024

Informal Complaint Received

The Chair had received an informal complaint from a member of the public regarding a hedge that
had been cut. It was noted by the chair and asked to be reiterated in minutes that the community
council was not involved in this in any way.

180.2024

Crickadarn Defibrillator

A Councillor raised that they believed the Crickadarn defibrillator was connected to mains electric.
This was not the understanding of the Clerk, as the defibrillator was battery powered. The Clerk
would investigate this immediately.

181.2024

Appointment of Internal Auditor

The Clerk had spoken to Ms Price; a new internal auditor for Community Council. The experience
and qualifications were presented to the council, as well as her hourly rate of £23per hour and an
estimate quote of 3hrs to complete the internal audit of Erwood Community Council. The Council
agreed to appoint Ms Price as the new internal auditor for 2024-25.

182.2024

HMRC PAYE Bill - £57.60 — PAID

At the October meeting, the Council agreed to pay to HMRC the PAYE tax bill of £444.96. Following
this meeting the clerk submitted her October payslip to HMRC and the tax and NI contributions for
this payslip were added to the Council’s bill due 20" October 2024. In order to avoid interest on a
missed payment, the Clerk and the Chair signed a cheque of £75.60 to post first class the HMRC. The
bill and payslip were emailed to all councillors notifying them of this. Section 5.5.a of the Council’s
financial regulations allowed this cheque to be paid under this circumstance.

The Clerk confirmed that all payments to HMRC had been paid on time and no interest incurred.

183.2024
Confirmation of Payment to HMRC & Information Commissioner
The Clerk confirmed that all payments had been paid to HMRC and the Information Commissioner.

184.2024

Budget Discussion for Precept

The clerk presented a draft budget for the year 2025-26 and gave a physical copy to all councillors
present, as well as a copy of the budget for the current financial year which had all payments made
so far, all payments due to be made by the end of the financial year and any savings or overspend on
different budget items thus far.

The draft budget was discussed and it was agreed that the clerk would send this to the councillors
via email to look through thoroughly before the next meeting. It was noted that the budget would
need to be agreed at the next meeting.

185.2024
NALC Pay Agreement
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The National Joint Council for Local Government Services had reached an agreement on rates of pay
applicable from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025. If accepted by the community council it would result
in a pay increase for the clerk of £0.63 per hour (from £12.63ph to £13.26ph), backdated to 1** April
2024. The Council agreed to the new rate of pay, emphasising the importance of employers paying a
living wage.

It was agreed that a cheque for the Clerk’s wage was to be signed at the end of the meeting and an
updated contract to be brought to the next meeting of the council.

186.2024

Phone Box Risk Assessment

The phone box risk assessment had been updated and a discussion was held around the risk and
controls. It was agreed that the clerk would use this new risk assessment tool during the Q3 risk
assessment and also request guidance from OVW, particularly regarding whether there was still
electricity coming into the boxes and how to ensure public safety if there was.

187.2024

Website

The Clerk had spoken to the retired community councillor who updates the website. He has agreed
to the community council using a different service for their website in the next financial year. He
agreed to continue to upload the Community Council’s files until the new website was ready.

188.2024
Digital Maturity Self-assessment
The Clerk was in the process of completing a digital maturity self-assessment.

189.2024

Community Speed Watch

No interest had been shared from residents. Posters had been shared on notice boards and the Clerk
had posted on the community council’s Facebook page.

180.2024

Model Financial Regulations from OVW

The Clerk had been provided with new financial regulations. The clerk would assess these and bring
them to the next meeting.

181.2024

Safe & Warm Hubs

The Clerk had received notification of a funding opportunity for Safe and Warm Hubs in Wales. It
was agreed by all that this was to be shared with the treasurer of Erwood hall.

182.2024

Training

Training opportunities were regularly shared with councillors via email. No opportunities were taken
up.

Highways
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183.2024

Access to Ramah Chapel

Clir Geoffrey Lewis had reported an urgent health and safety issue caused by flood damage that has
blocked access to Ramah Chapel. The clerk to notify the head of highways and the local county
councillor to this.

Matters for next meeting:

Decision regarding Erwood Common

Decision regarding 2025-26 Budget

Clerk to provide update regarding selling phone boxes (OVW guidance)
Clerk to provide update regarding kiosk risk assessment (OVW guidance)
Financial Regulation

Standing Orders

Clerk’s new contract due to pay increase

Update regarding Council Risk assessment (scoring is wrong)

MEETING CLOSED AT 21:06



